A Seaplane GaggleDown Under (photos and commentsy John Dunlop)

Arrival

After 26 hours in steerage, Rob Loneragen rescued me at S
Kingsford Smith International. | was greeted with a brilliant 35
spring day. Flowers in full bloom and everyone driving on the|
wrong side of the r oaddsigisCo ujlH

either so glad I didnot “"
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Sydney
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Condo

Rob delivered me into the capable hands of Brian
Dehlsen and Suzanne at there Sydney condo. Hey fol
city living doesné6t get
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Weekender

Br i an an dcottage am nearbydrmotel

are an hour and a half by car north of Sydney

on Lake Munmorah, a salt water lake just a

short drive from Australiads east
hot weather, calm skies and tranquil waters
were to ben short supply as we discovered
during the next several dayblere Canadian
friend, Hunter, joins Brian and Suzanne
during the lull before the storm

November 19 Munmorah
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Wash Down

Here Rob and Jack Peters wash the salt off their
SeaReys after @nging up théi s e a pamgab that
Brian, Hunter and | had constructed the day leefdhe
new arrivals improved substantially on our efforts bu
we still managed to get a couple of Lake Buccaneers
stuck in the mud during our operations at Lake
Munmorah.
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Brian Suzanne & Rob

The meticulous preparations and logistical oversight by unflappable Rob Loneragen ensured that the Australian gagdgl@lyan smoo
without any serious incidents during the 4 day seaplane.flysuzanne ahBrian hosted operations out of Munmorah with breakfasts
for a throng, shuttles between their cottage, motel and nearby Warnervale airport. The side trips to Rathmines and Rakd Beach
Munmorah as an overnight base Saturday, Sunday. Despite afetbee@aced on these three, they still found time to make me feel at
home and a seat in an aircraft for all flight ops.

November B, 2004- Munmorah
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John Daley & Kerry

John Daley and his friend Kerry cheerfully offered me the right seat in thegrBagcaneer for the four days. John normally handles a
Quantas 747 but | 6m sure he |l earned something more about hea
These two really looked after my butt. Really a couple of good friends!

November 3,
2004
Souttbound
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Lake Eater!

John Daleyb6s Lake
scheme to rival an
Here sheds parked

wartime Catalina base.

November 20, 2004Rathmines
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Friends

Many new arrivals appeared attRaines includingl{elow)

the venerable Kevin Dennes seen here with camera speaking
to John Daley and Ted Muckton.

Perry aad Viv Taylor (abové arrived from Noosa in
Queensland in their gorgeous Seawind. Here they converse
with Brian Dehlsen aRhys (in ylow) and Mandy Richards

(in white) look on. Mandy and Rhys flew a Lake Rgade.
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